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MIOSHA LATEX GLOVES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

August 19, 2008  -  9:30 to Noon 
General Office Building—Lansing—Conference Room D 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
PRESENT  
Anthony Burton, MD.......... GM Powertrain Willow Run ..........................................Co-Chairperson 
Gregory Bozimowski ......... Michigan Association of Nurse Anesthetists ................Co-Chairperson 
Dee Tyler .......................... FinCor Solutions  
Lisha Sly ........................... UNITE-HERE Union 
 
NOT PRESENT  
MaryAnn Minard................ Michigan Nurses Association 
Michele Goodyear............. Michigan Society for Clinical Laboratory Science 
Terri Wiggins..................... Marriott Hotels 
Margie Vissman ................ Occupational Health Standards Commission Liaison 
 
MIOSHA STAFF PRESENT: 
Marsha Parrott-Boyle ........ Standards Section   
Dena Hendon.................... Standards Section   
  
GUESTS  
Chris Mitchell .................... Michigan Health & Hospital Association, Manager, Government Relations 
Judene Bartley .................. Association for Professionals in Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC) 

 and Michigan Society for Infection Control (MSIC) 
 
 
Agenda Item #1— Welcome and Introductions – Co-Chairperson Anthony Burton, MD   
 The August 19, 2008 MIOSHA Latex Gloves Advisory Committee meeting was called to order 
by Co-Chairperson Anthony Burton, MD. Introductions were made by advisory committee members, 
staff and guests. 
 
 
Agenda Item #2— Approval of Minutes for the July 23, 2008 Meeting 

A motion was made by Lisha Sly and was seconded by Gregory Bozimowski to approve the 
minutes of the July 23, 2008 Advisory Committee meeting.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Agenda Item #3-ACGIH Threshold Limit Value for Natural Rubber Latex–Marsha Parrott-Boyle  

Marsha Parrott-Boyle stated that the American Conference of Governmental Industry 
Hygienists (ACGIH) adopted threshold limit values (TLV) 2008 for natural rubber latex of TLV-TWA, 
0.0001 mg/m3, as inhalable allergic proteins, Skin; SEN. Documentation was reviewed by members. 
 
 
Agenda Item #4-Notification of Organizations – Marsha Parrott-Boyle  

Marsha Parrott-Boyle reminded the advisory committee that at the last meeting it was decided 
to contact effected organizations, informing them of this advisory committee’s work and inviting them, 
as a guest, to attend any meeting.  A draft of the letter was presented and approved by the advisory 
committee members.  The invitations will be sent to the following:  
 

1. Association of Occupational Health Professionals in Healthcare........................ AOHP 
2. Association of periOperative Registered Nurses—Metro-Detroit Chapter 2301 . AORN
3. Coalition of Michigan Organizations of Nursing.................................................. COMON 
4. Michigan Association of Occupational Health Nurses ........................................ MAOHN 
5. Michigan Dental Association............................................................................... MDA 
6. Michigan Dental Assistants Association ............................................................. MDAA 
7. Michigan Dental Hygienists' Association ............................................................ MDHA 

 8. Michigan Osteopathic Association...................................................................... MOA 
9. Michigan State Medical Society.......................................................................... MSMS 
10. Michigan Restaurant Association ....................................................................... MRA 
11. Michigan Veterinary Medical Association ........................................................... MVMA 

  12. Michigan Industrial Hygiene Society................................................................... MIHS 
 
 
Agenda Item #5-Survey Results – Dena Hendon 

Dena Hendon reported that 3 additional surveys had been received in the ‘Medical’ category 
since the last meeting.  To date, we have received 718 survey replies; 49% of facilities report that 
they use Latex Gloves.  Some surveys had a few title edits for clarity. 
 
 
Agenda Item #6-Discussion of Rule Revision Draft #4 
 Co-Chairperson Anthony Burton presented an ‘Safety and Health Information Bulletin’  from 
the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) regarding 
‘Potential for Sensitization and Possible Allergic Reaction To Natural Rubber Latex Gloves and other 
Natural Rubber Products’ dated January 28, 2008.  He paraphrased that OSHA is recommending: 

1. NLR Gloves be used only when necessary 
2. NLR Gloves used should be powder-free / low-protein 
3. Employers should offer other types of gloves. 
Dr. Burton stated that this is basically that same recommendations he made at the last meeting 

for changes in the draft language. 
 
Co-Chairperson Gregory Bozimowski proposed two options to revise the current draft. 

 
 After discussion it was decided that Marsha Parrott-Boyle and the co-chairpersons will review 
the draft and suggested rule language changes. 
 
 Marsha Parrott-Boyle also requested that each advisory committee member discuss these 
options with their associations and/or societies. She suggested that members be prepared to indicate 
support for the latex-free gloves or power-free / low-protein latex gloves approach.    
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Agenda Item #7— Regulatory Impact Statement – Questions 
 a. Estimate the number individuals the rule affect 
 Lisha Sly from the Unite-Here Union submitted her new report of casinos in Michigan.  The 
report states the use of latex gloves, use of powered latex gloves, use of power-free latex gloves, and 
number of employees in each casino that could be using disposable gloves; primarily in food and 
beverage, housekeeping, maintenance, environmental services, kitchen, and medical. 
 
 Chris Mitchell from the Michigan Health & Hospital Association reported there are 146 member 
hospitals in Michigan with an approximate total of 213,700 employees.  He estimates that 80-85% 
wear disposable gloves.  This is 2008 data. 
  

b. Determine the cost of latex, powder free/low protein latex, nitrile, and 
neoprene gloves  

To be discussed at the next meeting. 
   
Agenda Item #7— Next Meeting Date 
 Per advisory committee member consensus the next meeting on September 23rd will be 
canceled due to inability of members to attend. 
 After a discussion of several dates, it was decided that an email inquiry will be sent to 
members and the best dates will be scheduled then.  
 
 
Agenda Item #8—Public Comment 
 Judene Bartley (APIC) and (MSIC) participated in discussions during the meeting.  She 
specifically suggested that a ‘definition of latex’ be added to the draft language.  She also stated that 
the use of power-free / low-protein latex gloves approach would be acceptable to her. 

 
 

Agenda Item #9—Adjournment 
With no further business before the committee, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 

****Minutes were reviewed and approved at the October 9, 2008 meeting.**** 
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